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Annual Picnic ð  

A ò4-Hó Learning Opportunity  
Ted Cress 
Member, TCWS Board of Directors 

 

     The Societyõs upcoming annual picnic will be a ò4-Hó 

learning opportunity ð at Hedges and near the Horse 

Heaven H ills. This yearõs picnic will be on the lawn at 

Hedges Family Estate winery, Benton City, Satur-

day, Sept. 20, 4 to 7 p.m.  This is a wonderful setting, in 

the gardens in front of Tom and Ann-Marie Hedges French 

Chateau-style home, which also houses their tasting room.   

     But, what about the learning opportunity? Do you know 

what it means to apply biodynamic agricultural practices to 

vineyards, e.g. what is òtea?ó Or, do you know what the 

current plans include for the development of Red Mountain? 

This will be an opportunity to find out. Hedges Family Estate 

is at the forefront of adopting sustainable agricultural prac-

tices for its vineyards. There are many aspects to biody-

(Continued on page 4) 

Wine Press Northwest ñ  

You be the Judge 
Sharon Ferrigno 
Member, TCWS  

 

     Monday, Aug. 11, 6:30 ð 8:00 p.m., Best Western 

Inn, Pasco, the Tri-Cities Wine Society will attempt to give 

its members a hint of what it is like to be a wine judge. We 

wonõt, however, be judging the hundreds, or even thou-

sands, of wines often tasted in large wine judgings as there is 

not enough time, and many of you will need to report for 

work the next morning! But, we will join the judging panel 

for Wine Press Northwest magazine in a òdouble-blindó 

tasting to evaluate and score 8 red wines.  

     Following is a description of a fairly typical wine judging, 

courtesy of wine writer Robin Garr and his website, 

www.wineloverspage.com ð a place I enjoy and recommend 

for interesting wine tidbits. For a Tuscany wine judging 

event at which more than 1,000 Italian wines were judged, 

Robin described judges being seated in rows, seminar style. 

As at all such judgings, a strict ôrule of silenceõ was enforced 

as a random ôeeuuwwõ or ôyummyõ could unwittingly influ-

ence another judge. Bread and water were available for pal-

ate cleansing, as was a spit bucket for mandatory spitting. 

The thoughtful organizers provided napkins for messy spit-

ters é The more than 1,000 wines were divided into 15 

categories based on style, e.g., young wines, Super Tuscans, 

and the judges were not told which was which. There were 

5 judging sessions spread over 2 days, each with 2 flights of 

11-13 wines. Judges were given only a few minutes per wine 

to analyze and score.  

     OK, with that said, the Societyõs August consumer tast-

ing event will consist of just 1 flight of 8 red wines. As this 

will be a òdouble-blindó tasting, no one, not even the Wine 

Press Northwest judges, will know what varietal or winery 

is represented, only that all 8 are from 1 varietal. Spitting 
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Monday, August 11: 
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Saturday, September 20: 
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Online at  

http://tricitieswinesociety.org/web  

 August 2008  Tri -Cities Wine Society  

August Event Details:  
 

Wine Press Northwest -You be the Judge 
Event Committee: Ken and Sharon Ferrigno; Ted Davis 

 

Date:   Monday, August 11 

Time:   6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Location:  Best Western Inn, Pasco 

Price:   Members $25, guests $30 

Limit:   42 

Type:   Judging Seminar 

Cutoff date:  Thursday, August 7 
 

Cancellation Policy:   For a full refund, cancellation must be 

made by phone to Judy Stewart, 627 -6579, on or before 

August 7. �•    

http://www.wineloverspage.com
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